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to the B'ble, God sa'd to Moses, on whom be peace: | w'll ra'se up for <br />

them a prophet I'ke you from among the'r brothers; | w'll put my words <br />

‘n h's mouth, and he wll tell them everyth'ng | command h'm. (The Holy <br />

B'ble, New Internat'onal Vers'on, Deuteronomy chapter 18, verse 18). The<br />

prophet descr'bed 'n the above verse must have the follow'ng three <br />

character'stcs: 1. He w'll be I'ke Moses. 2. He wll come from the <br />

brothers of the Israel'tes, ".e. the Ishmael'tes. 3. God w'll put H's <br />

words ‘n the mouth of the prophet and he w'll declare what God commanded<br />

h'm. Let us see wh'ch prophet God was speak'ng of. 1. The prophet I'ke <br />

Moses Some people feel that th's prophecy refers to the prophet Jesus, <br />

on whom be peace. But, although Jesus (peace be upon h'm and all of <br />

God'’s prophets and messengers) was truly a prophet of God, he ‘s not the<br />

prophet spoken of here. He was born m'raculously, and f'nally God <br />

ra'sed h'm up m'raculously. On the other hand, Muhammad ‘s more I'ke <br />

Moses; both were born 'n a natural way and both d’ed natural deaths. <br><br />

<br><br />

2. From among the Ishmael'tes Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac <br />

(Genes's, chapter 21). Ishmael became the grandfather of the Arab <br />

nat'on. And Isaac became the grandfather of Jew'sh nat'on. The prophet <br />

spoken of was to come not from among the Jews themselves, but from among<br />

the'r brothers, the Ishmael'tes. Muhammad a descendant of Ishmael, ‘s <br />

‘ndeed that prophet. 3. God wW'll put h's words 'n h's mouth ‘Ne'ther the<br />

content of the revelat'on, nor ‘'ts form, were of Muhammad's dev's'ng. <br />

Both were g'ven by the angel, and Muhammad’s task was only to repeat <br />

what he heard.” (Word Rel'g'ons from Anc’ent h'story to the Present, by <br />

Geoffrey Parr'nder, p. 472). God sent the angel Gabr'el to teach <br />

Muhammad the exact words that he should repeat to the people. The words <br />

are therefore not h's own; they d'd not come from h's own thoughts, but <br />

were put ‘nto h’'s mouth by the angel. These are wr'tten down 'n the <br />
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Qur'an word for word, exactly as they came from God. Now that we know <br />
that prophet we must I'sten to h'm, for, accord'ng to the B'ble, God <br />

says: ‘| Wl pun'sh anyone who refuses to obey h'm’ (Good News B'ble, <br />
Deut. 18:19). Jesus (on whom be peace) In the Glor'ous Qur'an The Qur'an<br />
tells us many wonderful th'ngs about Jesus. As a result, bel'evers 'n <br />

the Qur'an love Jesus, honor h'm and bel'eve 'n h'm. In fact, no MuslI'm <br />
can be a Musl'm unless he or she bel'eves 'n Jesus, on whom be peace. <br />
The Qur'an says that Jesus was born of a v'rg'n, that he spoke wh'le he <br />
was st'll only a baby, that he healed the bI'nd and the leper by God's <br />

leave and that he ra'sed the dead by God's leave. What then 's the <br />
s'gn‘f'cance of these m'racles? Frst, the vrg'n brth. God <br />

demonstrates H's power to create 'n every way. God created everyone we <br />
know from a man and a woman. But how about Adam, on whom be peace? God <br />
created h'm from ne'ther a man nor a woman. And Eve from only a man, <br />
w'thout a woman. And f'nally, to complete the p'cture, God created Jesus<br />
from a woman, w'thout a man. What about the other mracles? These were <br />
to show that Jesus was not act'ng on h's own behalf, but that he was <br />
backed by God. The Qur'an spec’f'es that these m'racles were performed <br />
by God's leave. Th's may be compared to the Book of Acts 'n the B'ble, <br />
chapter 2, verse 22, where 't says that the m'racles were done by God to<br />
show that he approved of Jesus. Also, note that Jesus h'mself ‘s <br />

recorded 'n the Gospel of John to have sa'd: ‘I can do noth'ng of my own<br />
author'ty' (5:30). The m'racles, therefore, were done not by h's own <br />
author'ty, but by God's author'ty. What d'd Jesus teach? The Qur'an <br />

tells us that Jesus came to teach the same bas’c message wh'ch was <br />
taught by prev'ous prophets from God — that we must shun every false god<br />
and worsh'p only the One True God. Jesus taught that he 's the servant <br />
and messenger of the One True God, the God of Abraham. These Qur'an'c <br />
teach’ngs can be compared w'th the B'ble (Mark 10:18; Matthew 26:39; <br />
John 14:28, 17:3, and 20:17) where Jesus teaches that the one he <br />
worsh'pped ‘s the only true God. See also Matthew 12:18; Acts 3:13, and <br />
4:27 where we f'nd that h's d'sc’ples knew h'm as ‘Servant of God'. The <br />
Qur'an tells us that some of the Israel'tes re’ected Jesus, and <br />

consp'red to K'll h'm, but God rescued Jesus and ra’'sed h'm to H'mself. <br />
God w'll cause Jesus to descend aga'n, at wh'ch tme Jesus w'll confrm <br />
h’s true teach'ngs and everyone w'll bel'eve 'n h'm as he ‘s and as the <br />
Qur'an teaches about h'm. Jesus ‘s the Mess'ah. He ‘s a word from God, <br />
and a spr't from H'm. He ‘s honored 'n th's world and 'n the hereafter,<br />

and he s one of those brought nearest to God. Jesus was a man who <br />
spoke the truth wh'ch he heard from God. Th's can be compared w'th the <br />
Gospel Accord’'ng John where Jesus says to the Israel'tes: “You are <br />
determ’ned to k'll me, a man who has told you the truth that | heard <br />

from God’ (John 8:40).</span></b></p><br />
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